Family physicians and the future of fee-for-service payment plans.
The mechanisms by which health care providers in the United States are reimbursed for their services are undergoing dynamic and rapid changes. Traditional fee-for-service payment schemes as the predominant reimbursement methods are declining and are being supplanted by a plethora of different schemes that incorporate prepayment as the mode of compensation for service. A number of trends over the past decade predict that this transference to prepayment will continue in the future and will have a profound impact on the future practice of family medicine. It is important for family medicine educators and practicing family physicians to understand these market forces and trends so they will be better able to alter their training programs and future practices to meet future needs.